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AGENDA

e Paradigms of
Mediterranean Culture

e Universities for the Future

Cultivation of the soul (lat. cultura ani
Marcus Tuliuis Cice




Paradigm of Greek thought

The Greek word for truth Is Aletheia (a-AjBeia),
and It means “what was discovered” or “what

was uncovered”

Certainty: The primacy of the ,inner sight” above
our eyes




Paradigm of Roman law

A certain idea can create law, and law can be

applied to the whole world: Pax Romanum

Order: Marcus Aurelius (121-180 CE) declared the
common religion in the empire as the highest idea

and the highest common law for everyone.




Paradigm of Bible

The Hebrew word for truth is Emeth (nnx), which means “the

word | heard”. | heard it, so it is true: trust.

Philo of Alexandria (20 BCE-50 CE) "argumentum ad humanum”

(argument on behalf of a man)

,INn the system of a strict law, the man became only the wheel in

the machine with no free will and even no dignity.”



Paradigm of Islamic culture

“The most historically impactful and intellectually  Books & the Arts.

and hermeneutically sophisticated articulations of

Islam have not been of Islam as law, but of Islam as

theology, philosophy, Sufism, poetry, painting,

architecture, ethics, and belles-lettres. (...) Muslims
thought,

contradiction:

have lived, and acted In terms of a

of two—or

conceptua

more—apparently contradictory sets of values, ideas,

and practices being simultaneously true and real.”
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Contradiction and Diversity

by ELIAS MUHANNA

he medinal Englsh allegorial poen
Py Plvaman deseribed the bard of
[shim as the resubk of o clever houx
Mulaminud, # aserted, wus o former
Christin who had mude 1 fikd ar-
temnpt to become pope and den et off for
Syma to ugkead the innocents. He tumed o
rurthedove and taught it to eargraing of wheat
bioed in hs eur. In g soone reminsomnt ofthe
enchasmment of Melanpas, the S
wher wus granted the ability o w

snakes, Paord Mubammud sesmenized awli-
emens by having the bird 8y down during the
corse ofhs preaching and appesr towhisper

Flaes Mubonne & the Mroang Amsent Profemor

Uy

of Comprratave i
e Propect.

direcior of the (gl idema: Ha,

m his ear. Stgging a moment of revebison
fromn God, the filse prophet ked men w -
bedief by “wiles of b wit and o whit dowve”

In the centures Bllowing Mubarmnads
desth in 632, nuny Chrstuns lke Wik
liast Langlandd, the suthor of Pars Plowmmin,
sought to make of Klan in the tenms
and sembals of their own Fdth, Wis it just
another schinutic sect lad by a great here-
slarchy us Damte portrayed it in his Daare
Camredy? O was it anancient form ofchihalny,
4 Saracen oode of ethies? Did Mubasrnad's
followers think him ¢ god? The figure of
the prophet-s-trickster found in Pey Poue
moaen was nee the most outhndih atteng
explain the orging of Klan, Medieval
French dvaansde gester attributed swelterof
Fants tical qualities o the cu fuhoan,”

mcludinga puatheon of minor defties super-

Whatls Isam?

The bmporsence of Beang Idomi:
By Shahab Ahmed.
Prancaton. 400 pp. $39.50.

inpexed from Roman spthologn:
Universitychairs in O te sl studies hegan
profifratng in Europe in the 17th contury
and were soon Bllowed by the establih-
ment of schobidy ssochitions and scademic
joumak. By the hte 19th cantury, European
laowle of the e, hitories, and
custaans of Mushn socketies had achanesd
sigmificantly bevond the of medievd
apalogetics, but the inerpretation of Klan
through the lens of (hristimity ranained o
centra] eurrent of Ofientulist scholirship, As
Shahady Aharwd writes in 2 srmjor new study,
the oonsequences of thi approsch and i




Paradigm of Christian culture

he centuries-long struggle to find the
harmony between the dignity of human
beings and the law.

T we accept supremacy of the (dignity and
freedom of the) person above the law, then

we can ask the obedience to the law.”

(F. M. Dostojevsky, 1821-1881)




European Union

The database aligns closely with the EU strategic ' P

priorities in higher education, intercultural dialogue,
and peacebuilding (Erasmus+, Horizon Europe, and

the European Education Area).

The project is a milestone on the way towards a better
understanding of the Mediterranean cultural paradox.

Technological shifts of the Al age need trustworthy

sources of information.



Conclusion

he database Is more than just a P ‘
repository of documents — it Is Ll "";
a living memory, it is a vital and -
trustworthy resource for DIALOGUE ACROSS BORDERS |
fosterin g un derstandin g an a Emerging perspectives on intercultural
and interreligious relations

reducing conflict.
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