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AGENDA
• Paradigms of 

Mediterranean Culture

• Universities for the Future
Cultivation of the soul (lat. cultura animi)
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Paradigm of Greek thought
The Greek word for truth is Aletheia (α-λήθεια), 
and it means “what was discovered” or “what 
was uncovered”

Certainty: The primacy of the „inner sight“ above 
our eyes



Paradigm of Roman law
A certain idea can create law, and law can be 
applied to the whole world: Pax Romanum

Order: Marcus Aurelius (121-180 CE) declared the 
common religion in the empire as the highest idea 
and the highest common law for everyone.



Paradigm of Bible
The Hebrew word for truth is Emeth (אמת), which means “the 

word I heard”. I heard it, so it is true: trust. 

Philo of Alexandria (20 BCE–50 CE) “argumentum ad humanum” 

(argument on behalf of a man)

„In the system of a strict law, the man became only the wheel in 

the machine with no free will and even no dignity.“ 



Paradigm of Islamic culture
“The most historically impactful and intellectually 
and hermeneutically sophisticated articulations of 
Islam have not been of Islam as law, but of Islam as 
theology, philosophy, Sufism, poetry, painting, 
architecture, ethics, and belles-lettres. (…) Muslims 
have lived, thought, and acted in terms of a 
conceptual contradiction: of two—or 
more—apparently contradictory sets of values, ideas, 
and practices being simultaneously true and real.”

(Shahab Ahmed, What is Islam?, p. 4)



Paradigm of Christian culture
The centuries-long struggle to find the 
harmony between the dignity of human 
beings and the law.

„If we accept supremacy of the (dignity and 
freedom of the) person above the law, then 
we can ask the obedience to the law.“  

(F. M. Dostojevsky, 1821-1881) 



European Union 
The database aligns closely with the EU strategic 
priorities in higher education, intercultural dialogue, 
and peacebuilding (Erasmus+, Horizon Europe, and 
the European Education Area).

The project is a milestone on the way towards a better 
understanding of the Mediterranean cultural paradox. 

Technological shifts of the AI age need trustworthy 
sources of information.



Conclusion 
The database is more than just a 
repository of documents — it is 
a living memory, it is a vital and 
trustworthy resource for 
fostering understanding and 
reducing conflict.  
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